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Mr. BERMAN. I am pleased to yield
again to the sponsor of this bill an ad-
ditional minute.

Mr. INSLEE. Mr. Speaker, I do also
want to express my great respect for
the previous speaker, Representative
CANNON. He is a fellow of such great
heart and cheerful countenance, it has
been a pleasure to serve with him. He
and I now belong or shortly will belong
to an elite group. He will be joining the
Former Members of Congress. I am also
a member of the Former Members of
Congress.

I just want to relate to him that
many of us who are not serving at one
time, it is a respectful and honorable
position to be in. I want his family to
know how much we respect his service.
We know he is going to go on to do
great things for his community and his
family.

Congressman, I would like to tell you
how much we respect you. Hope you
come by and say hello on occasion.
Congratulations.

Mr. BERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I just want to take a moment, the
irony of both Mr. SMITH and Mr. CAN-
NON being on the floor at the same
time. For so many years, I was on Eth-
ics Committee with Mr. SMITH as chair-
man during a big part of that time, on
the Immigration Committee with Mr.
SMITH being chairman for a part of
that time, and on Intellectual Prop-
erty, when Mr. SMITH was chairman for
a serious part of that time.

I hate to say this in front of the
ranking member of the Judiciary Com-
mittee, but with the gentleman from
Utah, with whom I worked so closely
on so many different aspects of the im-
migration issue, I will sorely miss you.

We didn’t agree as much on all the
intellectual property issues as we did
on the immigration issues. But the
other side of the coin is, I didn’t agree
with the ranking member of Judiciary
on the immigration issues as much as I
did on the intellectual property issues.

But in both cases it has really been a
delight to work with both of you, and
particularly you, Mr. CANNON, because
at least for now you won’t be back here
next year. I will miss both your person
and your work on these issues, and we
shall prevail.

Mr. CANNON. Would the gentleman
yield?

Mr. BERMAN. I do.

Mr. CANNON. This is an amazing, ac-
tually, pass. Mr. INSLEE and I, of
course, have worked on the Natural Re-
sources Committee together and dif-
fered sharply on many issues, but never
unpleasantly.

This is an amazing pass where people
of such divergent views are together on
the same issue. It’s a nice send-off. 1
appreciate your Kkind comments and
those of the gentlelady from California
and the gentleman from Washington
and the gentleman from Texas.

Mr. BERMAN. Mr. Speaker, in clos-
ing, I just want to say that we have be-
fore us legislation that is supported by

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

the DMA association, the Digital
Media Association and the Sound Ex-
change, the collection agency, as well
as their component memberships, in-
cluding the labels, the performers, the
musicians, the backup singers, Na-
tional Public Radio, the small
webcasters. I should report, based on
the conversations and an amendment
that extends till February 15 the dead-
line, this bill does not have the opposi-
tion of the National Association of
Broadcasters.

I urge the passage of H.R. 7084 and
yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from California (Mr.
BERMAN) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 7084, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———
SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, and under a previous
order of the House, the following Mem-
bers will be recognized for 5 minutes
each.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. GARRETT)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. GARRETT of New Jersey ad-
dressed the House. His remarks will ap-
pear hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)
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HISTORIC MOMENT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from North Carolina (Ms. FOXX)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, you know,
people often come up and say we are at
an historic moment. Every moment is
a part of history because at some time
what we are doing is going to be re-
corded but we really are at another de-
fining moment in American history
here this week and this weekend.

And the American people need to
know that House Republicans are
fighting for the right values and for
what 99 percent of Americans have
been telling us for the past week. I am
also happy to report that most House
Republicans agreed with their con-
stituents even before they began hear-
ing from their constituents, and that’s
a good thing for the American people
to know because that means our re-
solve is even stronger than it would
have been if some of our Members had
been of a different mind but changed
their mind once they started hearing
from their constituents.
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House Republicans are fighting to en-
sure that the rescue bill, the economic
rescue bill doesn’t give a blank check
to Wall Street at the expense of tax-
payers on Main Street. People have
been calling me all day today. I had a
call just before I came on the floor ask-
ing me are we all right. I am here to re-
assure the American people that from
our side of the aisle we are all right.
We are doing fine, and we are standing
strong. And I think it is very impor-
tant that we say that.

But I think also we need to say what
some of the specific things we are
fighting for and we are fighting
against. We are fighting to make sure
that we don’t slide into socialism in
this country. And we are fighting
against the special interests, the pork
barrel and the very groups that helped
get us into the situation that we are in
now. I want to say that we are working
hard to get out of any bill that is pre-
sented here that has pork barrel provi-
sions added by the Democrats, that
would reward the people who support
them and give them all their money.

Let me talk about three of those
groups. Number one, the trial lawyers.
Believe it or not, the Democrats have
figured out a way to put into this eco-
nomic recovery bill a great gift to the
trial lawyers, and that is something
that is called around here a cram down
provision.

It would allow people who don’t
think their mortgage rate is fair to go
to a bankruptcy judge and ask that
bankruptcy judge to change the condi-
tions of their mortgage. That is an
abomination. But what it would do is
give a lot of work to trial lawyers. We
have said there is a marker here, we
will not vote for any economic recov-
ery plan that is going to do that be-
cause it would undermine the effective-
ness of any economic recovery effort by
making it even harder to value these
securities.

There is another gift in the draft pre-
sented by the Democrats to big labor.
This gives Washington’s powerful big
labor bosses a big handout by having
them have ‘‘say on pay’’ or proxy ac-
cess provisions that the Democrats
have added to this.

And then a group that people have
asked me about ACORN. There is a big
gift in here to that group. It includes a
giveaway that would force taxpayers to
bankroll a slush fund to a discredited
ally of the Democratic Party. ACORN’s
fraudulent voter registration activities
on behalf of Democratic candidates are
well known.

This bill that the Democrats have
presented would return any profits
made in the long term from the eco-
nomic rescue package partly back to
ACORN. In fact, the first part of it
would go to ACORN for their often-ille-
gal help in helping Democrats get
elected.

I have, Mr. Speaker, a long list of
their most recent scandals and unlaw-
ful activities. Seven ACORN workers
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